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Mr. G. Goes to Washington
The 2017 State Teacher of the Year cohort was reunited for a week of professional development, 

camaraderie, and celebration in Washington, DC. During our time in the nation's capital, we had 

the opportunity to learn about the incredible resources available through ASCD; we visited 

museums and museum educators with the Smithsonian; learned about leadership opportunities 

with fellows from the US Department of Education; talked education policy with Secretary of 

Education Betsy De Vos; and had a once in a lifetime opportunity to visit the Oval Office with the 

President of the United States. As the culmination of our week, we attended a beautiful gala at the 

historic Willard Hotel. Our 2017 State Teachers of the Year cohort represent so many different 

types of educators from across the country and I am so proud to know them. 

Follow our cohort's progress on Twitter and Facebook: #NTOY17
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Passing the Torch 

One of the greatest pleasures of my year as Rhode Island Teacher of the Year The 2017 has been networking with 
our District Teacher of the Year cohort.  Great things happen when some of the most talented teachers from Rhode 

Island's 40+ LEAs gather in one place! After a year of intense professional learning, our cohort was more than ready 
for the rigorous RITOY application process. Our finalists were challenged with in depth reflections on their own 

teaching and learning, classroom observations, student, colleague, and administrator interviews, presentation of 
learning artifacts, and even a mock press conference. Through it all, Narragansett High School History teacher, 
Kristin Hayes-Leite emerged as our next Rhode Island Teacher of the Year!  Kristin has a powerful voice as an 
educator and embraces the power of a strong school community. It is with great confidence and pride that the 

Teacher of the Year panel has selected her to represent the diverse community of teachers and learners that make 
up Rhode Island's education landscape! 

Congratulations Kristin Hayes-Leite, RITOY 2018!

"In this field of public education, I am surrounded by heroes: students, teachers, families, and administrators, who 
individually persist in the epic struggle to obtain or deliver a quality education. It is time to stand up for one another 

and take pride in public education." - Kristin Hayes-Leite, Rhode Island Teacher of the Year 2018

Save the Date: Salute to Rhode Island Educators WaterFire on 
Saturday September 23, 2017! 

The State Teachers of the Year were 
guests of honor at the 2017 National

Forum on Education Policy. At the 
gathering of over 600 educators, policy
makers, and education innovators, we 

had the opportunity to have 
meaningful conversation about the 

policies at the state and national level 
that impact teaching and learning in 

America.  Check out #ECSNF2017 on 
Twitter and Facebook to read more 

about our experience!

 
"The Teachers of the Year are here, 

and we are ready to engage! - 
Sydney Chaffee, 2017 National 

Teacher of the Year
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Reflections on Going Viral: An Unanticipated 
Opportunity to Advocate

After a long Friday at both the Rhode Island Department of Education and Beacon Charter High School for the
Arts, the last thing I expected as I rode home on the RIPTA bus was to receive a call from a news reporter. Little 

did I know that  the calls would keep on coming! Never in my wildest dreams could I have imagined the 
outpouring of support I have received from friends, family, colleagues, my fellow State Teachers of the Year, 

CCSSO, the Rhode Island Department of Education, our  Governor,  and people all over the world. 
I have been incredibly humbled and honored to have a platform to highlight the unique challenges faced by 

the LGBTQ community in schools! 
 

Click the images above to watch interviews with CNN and NBC10

"As LGBTQ people, our identities are 
complex, but our needs are 

universal - to be loved, to be 
respected for who we are, and to be 

fully equal citizens of the United 
States of America."

Click the image and quote to view 
the original Facebook Posts.

Interviews with Local and National Media

National Public Radio

Providence Journal Boston Globe

Yahoo

Washington Post

Valley Breeze 

Click below to read more!

https://www.facebook.com/BrookeBaldwinCNN/videos/1437489516297451/
http://turnto10.com/news/local/teachers-photo-showing-lgbt-pride-next-to-trump-goes-viral
https://www.facebook.com/NikosG/posts/10104845101260173
http://www.npr.org/2017/06/16/533273178/q-and-a-with-the-sassy-teacher-of-the-year-about-that-fan-and-going-viral
http://www.providencejournal.com/news/20170618/ris-teacher-of-year-showed-his-authentic-true-self-in-oval-office-photo
https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2017/06/21/from-oval-office-teacher-year-delivers-message-transgender-rights/UKJDFGAc5cJG2E9xCFWwdM/story.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/story-behind-president-trumps-little-bit-sassy-oval-office-photo-queer-teacher-214904714.html?.tsrc=fauxdal
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/education/wp/2017/06/17/a-teachers-decision-to-be-visibly-queer-in-his-photo-with-president-trump/?utm_term=.a12158ce1cae
http://www.valleybreeze.com/2017-06-21/woonsocket-north-smithfield/fierce-pose#.WV_Xy9PytE4
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Back at 
Beacon

When the going gets tough, all educators must remember 

why we do the work that we do.  Each and every day when I 

walk the halls of Beacon Charter High School for the Arts, I 

see the faces of the young people who inspire and motivate 

me to do the best I can as an educator. As my colleagues and I 

watched my student artists graduate this year, we all felt a 

shared sense of joy, pride, and accomplishment!  

Congratulations Class of 2017!

Beacon Film: It Means Something
It's amazing what students will do when you give them the opportunity to express themselves!  

Over the past seven years, I have had the honor and privilege of supporting our student artists as they

make short films that express who they are as individuals. Under the direction of my co-teacher,

Katherine Reaves, the Class of 2017 has truly outdone themselves!  

Click here to view a trailer with clips of each film!  

Liam Fifer Aidan Lowther

Andrea Ramos Rhett 

Morgan

Click the images below to view some of the incredible work of these talented 

young filmmakers!  

https://vimeo.com/220653713
https://vimeo.com/216003776
https://vimeo.com/217869509
https://vimeo.com/218186122
https://vimeo.com/209239007
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The  Rhode Ahead

For additional updates from the Rhode Island Teacher of the Year 2017 

Follow Me on Twitter: 

@Beaconmrg

Check out my blog: 

Ritoy2017.wordpress.com

Though my year of service as Rhode Island Teacher of the Year 2017 has come to a 
close, I remain committed to making lasting change in the Rhode Island Education! 

 
As I transition back to teaching full time at Beacon Charter High School for the Arts, 
and continuing my ongoing work with policy and advocacy groups,  I look forward to 

seeking out more projects, organizations, and engagements that align with my 
platform. 

 
I hope to continue advocating for special education students, the LGBTQ student 
community, and the arts in order to amplify the voices of those communities that 

mean the most to me. 

Contact Me! 
Nikos Giannopoulos 

Rhode Island Teacher of the Year 2017 
n.c.giannopoulos@gmail.com 

ngiannopoulos@beaconart.org 

THANK you
Words cannot adequately express how grateful I am to those who 

have supported me throughout this past year.   
I have grown and changed. I have had opportunities to learn and 

network. I have been able to achieve things I never thought possible. As 
I continue in my work as an educator, I will always remember those 

who were with me on this journey. 

Thank you, truly. 

https://twitter.com/beaconmrg
https://ritoy2017.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/beaconmrg
https://ritoy2017.wordpress.com/

